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EDITORIAL 
“Without” 


(As A Condition For Being Saved) 


There are some things which are absolutely neces- 
sary in order to be saved. Salvation is difficult; If 
the righteous be saved with difficulty, where shall 
the ungodly and the sinner appear? 


1. A Savior must be provided: “without me ye can 
do nothing”: John 15:5. We cannot save ourselves; 
our righteousness is as filthy rags. A Savior is ab- 
solutely necessary, a Savior Who is both God and 
man: Jesus Christ is the only Savior of lost men. 


2. Blood must be shed: “Without shedding of blood 
there is no remission of sins, Not all the blood of 
beasts, On Jewish altars slain, Could give the guilty 
conscience peace, Or wash away the stain. But Christ, 
the heavenly Lamb, Takes all our sins away; A sac- 
rifice of nobler name, And richer blood than they.” 


3. Faith is necessary: “Without faith it is impos- 
sible to please him”; Hebrews 11:6. Without faith 
it is impossible to please men; how much more, when 
we are dealing with God. We are saved by grace, 
through faith, and that not of ourselves; it is the gift 


of God. 


4. Works are also necessary, “For faith without 
works is dead.” Works are the evidence that our 
faith is a living faith, “saving faith,” as our Catechism 
puts it. 


5. Repentance is necessary; ‘Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish.” God now commandeth all 
men everywhere to repent. Repentance is just the 
other side of faith; in faith, we turn to God; in re- 
pentance, we turn away from our sins. Any real 
turning to God must mean turning our backs on sin. 


6. A New Heart is necessary; Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God; so 
said Jesus to Nicodemus in that famous conversation 
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in the third chapter of John. Regeneration, the new 
birth, is the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, 
and we must be born again, born of the Spirit, born 
from above. 


7. Chastisement is necessary; see Hebrews 12:8: 
“But if ye be without chastisement whereof all are 
partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.” Chasten- 
ing is not pleasant, but it is necessary and profitable. 


Do we fully realize that without Christ and His 
saving grace there is no hope? 


—J. K.P. 





Witnessing— 
An Experience 


The most unpromising prospects—the sinner ap- 
parently hardest to reach—may prove to be a per- 
son with an aching heart, longing for a word which 
is prompted by loving concern for that one’s salva- 
tion, 


This editorial will be unsigned but it recounts 
an experience from which many of us can profit. 


For some years the writer has come in almost 
daily contact with a man of whom it might truly 
be said that he was a man of the world, steeped in 
its unregenerate ways. 


For this individual there had developed a genuine 
affection and at the same time a deep concern for 
his soul. He has been a church member since a 
youth, but conversations brought out the fact that 
he had not the slightest conception of the meaning 
of Christianity, the saving love and grace of Jesus 
Christ, or of the Word of God. 


This was a matter of prayer, with an earnest 
desire to have the leading and the help of the Holy 
Spirit, that anything said might be the right word, 
at the right time and in the right way. 
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A day came when there was a definite urge to 
speak and an earnest prayer went up that the cir- 
cumstances of quiet and privacy might be arranged. 
In a way which showed the overruling of the One 
who has the power to arrange these necessary details 
the way was opened for a personal conversation 
ilone. 


At the first word, expressing affection for this 
one and at the same time a deep concern that he 
might know the peace, joy and assurance of a right 
personal relationship with Christ, the reserve melted, 
the veneer of hardness vanished and there was an 
immediate expression of heart-felt need. There fol- 
lowed a conversation in which the Lord’s direction 
was evident, with a reaction which was unquestion- 
ably the work of the Holy Spirit. 


Weeks later this individual was led to write, 
“Surely it was Divine Providence which led you 
to speak to me at a time when I so desperately need- 
ed what you said to me.” Where we had feared a 
rebuff God had prepared the way. In this the 
writer has learned a lesson. Love for the soul of 
an individual, combined with prayer for God’s lead- 
ing and help, will bring results which we are hardly 
prepared to expect: and they also bring joy to all 
concerned. 





Calvin Said... 
(On Failing To Confess Christ) 


“(Speaking of Peter’s denial of Christ). As a 
bold and open confession edifies all the godly, and 
puts unbelievers to shame, so apostacy draws along 
with it the public ruin of faith in the Church, and 
the reproach of sound doctrine . . . The form of 
denial which is here set down, clearly shows that 
those wretched sophists who endeavor to escape 
when they are called to give an account of their 
faith, by ambiguous expressions which they turn to 
a variety of meanings, gain nothing by their fraudu- 
lent astuteness. Peter does not absolutely deny the 
whole doctrine of the Gospel; he only denies that 
he knew the man. But because he buries the promised 
redemption indirectly, in the person of Christ, he is 
condemned for base and shameful treachery. He had 
just heard from the mouth of the Lord that the 
confession of faith is a sacrifice acceptable to God; 
and therefore this mode of denying, which withholds 
from God his lawful worship, and from Christ the 
honour that is due to him, admits of no excuse. Let 
us therefore hold, that as soon as we depart from a 
plain and candid profession of Christ, we deprive 





Him of the testimony to which He has a lawful 
a 
claim. 


Calvin could have been looking ahead four hun- 
dred years when he penned these words. Not very 
long ago, if a man denied the basic, historic tenets 
of the Christian faith, he said so plainly. Everyone 
knew what the Church meant by its doctrines and 
you either did or you did not accept them. But here 
recently something new has crept into the theological 
picture. Realizing at long last that the concepts in- 
herent in the Christian faith cannot be junked with 
impunity, men have been studying ways and means 
to accent these concepts while retaining their original 
skepticism regarding their literal interpretation. And 
a whole new school of theologians has arisen, claim- 
ing allegiance to the historic formulae and termi- 
nology, while denying the original meaning of the 
concepts. Thus Original Sin has returned to the 
theological stage, but dressed in a new costume and 
playing a new part; the Resurrection is once again 
counted a necessary part of a vital religious faith, 
but the word now means something else than a 
description of an empty tomb. Christ is “divine,” 
but the Reformers would never have recognized the 
modern definition of “divinity.” And historic Chris- 
tianity is undermined and no one can do anything 
about it because you no longer know precisely what 
a man is thinking, when he opens his mouth and 
speaks, Calvin saw the danger and he flatly asserted 
that ambiguous expressions that can be turned to a 
variety of meanings constitute as flat a denial as an 
unequivocal “No!” 


*From the Commentary on Matthew 26:70. 
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God The Creator 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 
Westminster Seminary 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


You who read these lines can probably recite by 
heart the first verse of Genesis. But have you 
ever paused to ask yourself just what this verse 
means? And have you ever considered that the 
revelation to us by God of the truth expressed 
in these words is an act of wondrous grace? 


How is the true God to be identified in con- 
trast with the false gods which are the creation 
of men’s minds? The answer to this question is 
clearly revealed in the Scriptures, In Psalm 96:5 
we read, “For all the gods of the nations are 
idols: but the Lord made the heavens.’”’ This verse 
deserves careful consideration. 


The True God Can Create 


In this verse from the Psalms we see that the 
Psalmist has introduced a contrast. He intends to 
tell us in the first place what is the true nature 
of the gods of the nations, and then, in the sec- 
ond place, to go on and state what is the true 
nature of the Lord. And in very succinct words 
he makes his point. The gods of the nations, he 
says, are idols. By the phrase “gods of the na- 
tions” he has in mind all gods except the God of 
Israel. If we were to visit those ancient nations, 
we should soon meet their gods. We would find 
hideous statues, frightening in their aspect, and 
we would be told that these were the gods to be 
worshipped. Or we might find degrading female 
statues and be told that we should worship them. 
We might journey westward from the Near East 
and come into Greece, where we would find, not 
hideous statues, but the philosophies of men. We 
would be told that matter was eternal. We would 
hear that the idea of creation out of nothing is 
“very silly” and that we should not pay any at- 
tention to it. And so, in our various travels, we 
would meet different kinds of gods among the 
nations. Some of these gods we would see rep- 
resented by wood and stone; others would appear 
in the form of ideas, ideas to which men bowed 
down and to which they did obeisance and by 
which their lives were guided. 


Now the Psalmist has a word for all these gods 
of the nations. According to him—and let ur re- 
member that he spoke under Divine inspiratica— 
all these gods are simply idols. That is, they are 
but vanities,—emptiness, thin air, if you will. They 
are not real; they do not have real existence. They 
were made by man. Men have made idols and then 
bowed down to them and devoted their lives to 
them. That is silly—to bow down to that which 
one has himself made. But men have also thought 
out finely-spun philosophies and then have bowed 
down to those philosophies. That also is silly. In 
both cases, men have made something, and then 
have become subservient to it. And this is the more 
strange, when we read that these gods are idols. 


Now if the gods of the nations are idols, it fol- 
lows that they are without power. If they do not 
exist, they cannot see, nor hear, nor speak. And 
above all, they cannot create. Idolatry, this verse 
would imply, is utter folly. Not so the God of 
Israel. He is the LORD, and He has created. These 
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words are filled with meaning. In the first place 
they teach us that GOD IS. God does exist. This 
is what the Bible means when elsewhere it speaks 
of Him as the LIVING God. 


To the nations of antiquity this thought was 
folly. Their notions of God were very vague and 
hazy. It is at this point that we may see clearly 
the true distinction between the LORD and the 
vain idols of the nations. The LORD exists, and 
He has created the heavens. Now that which does 
not exist cannot bring anything else into ex- 
istence. An idol which is not real cannot produce 
the world, but God Who is real has done just that. 
Hence, the work of creation is an evidence of the 
fact that the LORD does indeed exist. 


In this fact, Israel of old could truly exult. The 
devout in Israel knew that the God whom they 
worshipped was not just one among the Gods. He 
was not merely a few steps ahead of them, so to 
speak. He was, rather, the only God. The other 
gods were not. The people, then, were ensnared in 
delusion. They were caught in the net of vanity 
and superstition. They were in bondage to a re- 
ligion which they themselves had created, and 
they were in great need of deliverance. Israel on 
the other hand, through the sovereign grace of 
the one living and true God had been delivered 
from such delusion. Israel knew that her God was 
a God to whom worship was due. He it was who 
had created the heaven and the earth. He is the 
true God. 


The Meaning Of Creation 


When the Bible tells us that the LORD made 
the heaven, we need be in no doubt whatsoever 
as to its meaning. It does not mean that in creat- 
ing, God somehow used, as it were, a part of Him- 
self, so that the creation is a part of God. If 
there is anything that is clearly taught in the 
Bible, it is the utter and absolute separation and 
distinctness between God and the creation. God 
is utterly independent of that which He has 
produced. 


Nor does the Bible mean that in creating God 
used material which was already in existence. For 
had such been the case, there would be no true 
creation. When, therefore, the Bible says that 
the LORD made the heavens, it does not mean that 
the heavens had already been in existence in 
some other form, and that now God wrought that 
previous form into the present heavens. Not at all. 
That would not be creation. The Bible means 
something entirely different. 


Our Confession of Faith has very succinctly 
put the matter when it says, “It pleased God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the manifestation 
of the glory of his eternal power, wisdom and 
goodness, in the beginning, to create or make of 
nothing the world, and all things therein, whether 
visible or invisible, in the space of six days, and 
all very good’ (VI, 1). This hits at the very heart 
of the matter. To create is to make of nothing. 
It is exactly this which the Bible intends us to 
understand when it tells us that the Lord made the 
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1eavens or that “In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth.” This stands out with 
particular clarity in the Bible’s first verse. Here 
the purpose of Moses is to state that the beginning 
or origin of all things was through a creative 
act of God. 


Hence we are to understand that God has made 
the heaven and earth out of nothing. But what 
does this mean? It merely means, does it not, that 
God, by the power of His will brought into ex- 
istence that which previously did not exist? Thus 
we read in the Psalms, “For he spake, and it was 
done; he commanded, and it stood fast” (33:9). 
The ease with which this work was accomplished 
astounds us. God spake, and the heavens ap- 
peared. Previously, they had had no existence; 
they had not been. But God spake, and there they 
were. 


How can this be? we may ask. Is it not im- 
possible? In answer we may say that the infinite 
God is not to be measured by the puny standards 
of measurement which we men employ. We cannot 
create, but then we are only men. God can create, 
for He is God. And God, let us never forget,—is 
exalted infinitely above us, His ways are not our 
ways. They are past finding out. He is incompre- 
hensible to us. Of course we do not know how God 
created. If we knew that, we would be His equals. 
But when God tells us that He did create, let us 
fall before Him in adoring reverence and belief. 
God does not require of us that we understand 
how He created. But He does require us to believe 
His Word when He tells us that such was the case. 
“By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that things which 
are seen were not made of things which do ap- 
pear” (Hebrews 11:3). 


The Glory Of This Faith 
As Christians we should be greatly strengthened 
by the revelation of the greatness of our in- 
comprehensible God. He is on the throne. He IS. 
This world on which we live is His creation. In 
this confidence, we may face the storms and the 
temptations of life. 


But there are many who refuse to believe this 
sublime teaching of the Bible. To Israel God had 
said, “‘The gods of the nations are idols.” That 
statement holds good also today. Even now the 
gods of the nations are idols. It is true that at 
present, and particularly in our own country, we 
do not find many idols of wood and stone. But 
there are idols none the less. What about modern- 
ism with its obliteration of the distinction be- 
tween God and man and thus its denial of the 
doctrine of creation? What about the various 
“theological” movements of our day, dialecticism, 
neo-orthodoxy, Barthianism, etc.? If we examine 
them carefully, will we not discover that they 
do, despite the frequent use of orthodox termi- 
nology, deny creation in any true sense? 


Are not these idols;—idols which influence the 
thinking and life of many whose allegiance should 
belong to the Lord our God and to Him alone? 
Yes, round about us are the gods of the nations. 
Let us as Christians exercise discernment that 
we may know to choose between the true and 
the false. Let us beware of any teaching which 
does not set forth the Lord as the true Creator 
of Heaven and Earth. 


Of course, if we do take our stand, if we draw 
the lines sharply, so that the world will know we 
mean business when we state that we believe in 
God as the Creator, we shall meet with oppo- 
sition. We shall be told that we are too narrow, 
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and that we are out of the main stream of mod- 
ern thought. Be it so! God does not command us 
to be in the main stream of modern thought. He 
commands us to be witnesses unto Him. And if we 
do witness to Him, we shall discover that, not 
only will He richly bless us, but also He will use 
our witness to turn the hearts of weary men from 
the vain and vague babble of “theological” voices 
that is now beginning to engulf the churches, back 
to Himself, the true God. When next we meet in 
the house of God and repeat the words of our 
sublime creed, “I believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth,” let us 
solemnly resolve never to do or say anything that 
will in any sense deny that holy confession. 
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A Just God 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 


“ |. . of them that hate me.” Exodus 20:5. In 
the second commandment God tells us that there 
is a class of people who hate him as well as a 
class who love him, and he deals with each class 
according to his righteous judgment. 


In the Gospel of John the 15th chapter, Jesus 
says, “They hated me without a cause.” And “He 
that hateth me hateth my Father also.” And he 
said to his disciples, “If the world hate you, ye 
know that it hated me before it hated you.” 


When Jesus was upon earth there was a class of 
people who hated him and they finally crucified 
him—‘“they hated him with a cruel hatred.” 


Is it possible that any man made in the image 
and likeness of God should hate the God who made 
him and preserves him and in whose hand is the 
breath of every living thing? Is it possible that 
any man can hate the “God who so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but 
have everlasting life?” 


The verdict of history is that in all ages there 
are some men and women who hate God. But who 
are they? 


“The fool hath said in his heart, there is no 
God.”” That is wishful thinking. He wishes there 
were no God to call him to account for his sins. 
His heart is in rebellion against God. He is under 
the power of “the carnal nature that is enmity 
against God.” 


The infidel hates God. In I John 5:10 we read, 
“He that believeth on the Son of God hath the 
witness in himself; he that believeth not God hath 
made him a liar; because he believeth not the 
record that God gave of his Son.” Where is the 
record that God gave of his Son? It is in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. 


Voltaire, Tom Paine, and Bob Ingersoll rejected, 
repudiated, and even ridiculed the teachings of the 
Scriptures and tried to make out that God was 
arbitrary and cruel because he punished sin. But 
they did not pretend to believe the Scriptures and 
were honest and decent enough to stay out of the 
church. 


There are unbelievers, many of them, within the 
church who pretend to be Christians who make 
“God a liar because they believe not the record 
that God gave of his Son.” The record in the 
Gospels says that the Son of God became man by 
being born of the virgin Mary, wrought miracles 
by his own Almighty power, by his sacrificial 
death made atonement for the sins of the world, 
rose again from the dead in the same body in 
which he was crucified, ascended into heaven and 
from thence he is coming to judge the world. 


The record also says that “All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God and is profitable, etc.” But 
the Modernists say they can not believe in verbal 
inspiration of the original manuscripts, that they 
can not believe in plenary inspiration. Plenary 
means all. God’s word says, “All” and they say 
only a part is inspired. They claim they cannot 
believe the historical parts of the Old Testament— 
and the reason is they want to get rid of the God 
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who is revealed in the Old Testament because he 
punishes sin. They scoff at the destruction of the 
world by a flood. They claim God was arbitrary 
and cruel to punish them for their sins. Only the 
devotional parts of the Old Testament are they 
willing to admit are inspired or even true. 


They try to find God as revealed in the New 
Testament as a God who will not punish sin. All 
that Jesus says about hell, and he says more about 
it than any one else, they explain to be figurative 
language, while they set aside all the lurid pictures 
of the punishment of the wicked in the book of 
Revelation to be symbolic and unreal. They press 
the parable of the Prodigal son to mean that the 
Father will under no circumstances punish sin, and 
they take the Parable of the Good Samaritan to 
mean that all men are brothers in the same sense, 
and so they have conceived or evolved their fondly 
cherished doctrine of the “Universal Fatherhood 
of God and the Universal Brotherhood of Man.” 
And they quickly jump to the conclusion that they 
now have a God who will not punish sin. They are 
bold to deny that there is a hell. It is not far to 
another conclusion that all men will be saved 
regardless of what they do or do not do. Since 
they regard the Bible as full of errors and un- 
trustworthy they can explain away anything they 
do not want to believe, though they make God a 
liar. It seems to me it will be a serious thing to 
spend one’s life, denying God’s word and making 
him a liar, when one stands before the great 
White Throne in the Judgment Day to give his 
final account to God. 


The unbeliever, the skeptic, and the infidel claim 
they cannot believe in the God as revealed in the 
Old Testament because of “intellectual difficulties.” 
A patient who diagnoses his own case is very apt 
to be wrong. In this case they are wrong. They 
have “heart trouble.’”’ The unbelievers in Noah’s 
day had heart trouble. “And God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.” Gen. 6:5. 


The people in the days of Jeremiah had heart 
trouble according to God’s diagnosis. “The heart 
is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, 
who can know it? I the Lord search the heart, I try 
the reins even to give every man according to his 
ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.” 
Jer. 17:9-10. 


A nation has no existence except in this world 
and must meet its reward or its judgment on earth. 


The men of Nineveh humbled themselves and 
repented immediately at the preaching of Jonah 
and God spared them and forgave them im- 
mediately. God is always ready to pardon the 
penitent sinner, and to all such he is a God of 
loving kindness and of tender mercy. 


God was long suffering and patient to the men 
of Noah’s day when he gave them 120 years to 
repent at the preaching of Noah, while the ark 
was being prepared, but he revealed himself as a 
God of righteousness, justice, truth, and holiness 
when he destroyed them with the flood because of 
their sins. 


Who are we to say that the Judge of all the 
earth did not do right? 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 25 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Jesus Teaches Humility And Forgiveness 


Background Scripture: Matthew 6:14; 
18. Devotional Reading: I Peter 2:19-25. 


“That ye should follow His steps”. All that some teachers can say is, Do as I say: Jesus could say, Do as I 
do. He was not only our perfect Teacher; He was also our perfect Example, and perfect Savior. There are 
some places where we cannot follow, and some things we cannot do. He did no sin; all of us have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God. He bare our sins in His own body on the tree, making atonement for those 
sins; no one of us can redeem his brother, or pay a ransom for his soul. 


But Jesus manifested in His own life the graces of 
Humility and Forgiveness, and we can follow His 
steps as far as it is possible for finite human beings 
to follow. In our Devotional Reading Peter says, 
“Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when 
he suffered, he threatened not; but committed him- 
self to him that judgeth righteously”. Paul in Philip- 
pians 2:7,8 says; “But made himself of no reputation 
(emptied himself), and took upon him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross”. The Shorter Catechism puts it this 
way: “Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being 
born, and that in a low condition, made under the 
law, undergoing the miseries of this life, the wrath 
of God, and the cursed death of the cross, in being 
buried and continuing under the power of death for 
a time. 


His compassion and Forgiveness are shown in 
many ways. His prayer, as they nailed him to the 
cross, Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do, is a supreme example of this. Stephen was 
following “in His steps” when he prayed for those 
who were stoning him, Lord lay not this sin to their 
charge. So we are to be patient and forgiving in 
times of persecution and trials. 


Our Lesson naturally falls into the two parts sug- 
gested by our Topic: 1. Humility, and 2. Forgive- 
ness. 


I. Humility: 1-14 


This question, Who is the greatest in the Kingdom 
of heaven, was continually bothering the disciples. 
They discussed it often, and it caused friction and 
quarreling. When James and John with their mother 
made the request that one of them should have the 
place of honor on the right, and the other on the left, 
the ten were naturally much displeased. This ques- 
tion persisted up to the very last for they had been 
discussing it the very night in which our Savior was 
betrayed. (See Luke 22:24) This seems strange to 
us, but if we will read Church History we will see 
that this same self-seeking pride shows itself over and 
over again. It is not yet dead, but still plagues and 
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hinders and disgraces the Church. When will we 
ever learn the lesson of Humility and follow the path 
that leads to true greatness in the kingdom of Heav- 
en — the path of Humility, Service, Sacrifice. 


Jesus takes a little child as an example of true hu- 
mility and sets him in the midst of them and warns 
them that they must be converted and become as 
little children if they are to enter the Kingdom. 
Humility is well illustrated by a “little child”, unless 
that child has already been spoiled by the contact and 
influence of older persons. 


Then He warns them against offending one of 
these little ones that believe in Me. (This can also 
be taken as a warning against offending “babes in 
Christ”; those who have recently been born again). 
Children were loved by the Savior. He took them in 
His arms. He rebuked those that would keep the 
children from Him. It is a terrible sin to cause a little 
child to go astray. Just the other day one of my 
elders was telling me of seeing a mother forcing her 
little girl to drink beer. The child did not like the 
taste of it and the senseless woman was making her 
drink it. One of the most pitiful sights I ever saw, 
said one of my friends, was a child going to the liquor 
store for more liquor draining the bottle as it walked, 
of the dregs in the bottle. I wonder what the Judge 
on the throne will say to some of the mothers and 
fathers of our time. Jesus said it were better for them 
to be drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe be to all 
those who lead little ones in the wrong paths! 


Despise not one of these little ones. Their angels 
do always behold the face of My Father! and it is 
not the will of your Father that one of these little 
ones should perish. Here we have strong proof of 
what we believe, namely, that children who die in 
infancy are saved. They are saved, however, not be- 
cause they “have no sin”, but because the redemption 
purchased by Christ is applied to them in an extra- 
ordinary way. We have a very beautiful Hymn be- 
ginning, “Around the throne of God in heaven, 
Thousands of children stand.” The question is asked, 
“What brought them to that world above, That heav- 
en so bright and fair”? and that question is beauti- 
fully and adequately answered in Verse 4: 
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“Because the Savior shed His blood 
To wash away their sin; 
Bathed in that pure and precious flood, 
Behold them white and clean, 
Singing, ‘Glory be to God on high.’ ” 


There is for us a double lesson; the lesson of Humility 
and the lesson on the value of little children. It 
would be well to compare with these verses the others 
in this Gospel, (Matthew 20:27 and 23:11) and also 
the corresponding passages in Mark and Luke. 


Augustine, when asked which were the three great- 
est Christian graces, replied, The first is Humility, 
the second is Humility, and the third is Humility. 
The branches of the fruit tree that bears the most 
fruit hang low toward the ground. D. L. Moody said: 
“A man can counterfeit love, he can counterfeit faith, 
he can counterfeit hope, and all the other graces but 
it is very difficult to counterfeit humility. You can 
soon detect mock humility. They have a saying 
among the Arabs that as the tares and the wheat 
grow they show which God has blessed. The ears 
that God has blessed bow their heads and acknow- 
ledge every grain, and the more fruitful they are the 
lower their heads are bowed. The tares lift up their 
heads erect, high above the wheat, but they are only 
fruitful of evil.” Hudson Taylor, the great mission- 
ary leader, once said, when someone asked him how 
he was chosen fer the work in China, that God chose 
a little man so that men might see what a great God 
we have.” 


Il. Forgiweness: 15-35 

In verses 15-20 Jesus is telling the disciples how 
to deal with those who wrong them. Notice that the 
person injured is to take the initiative in bringing 
about a reconciliation: “If thy brother trespass 
against thee.” There are several steps to be taken. 
The first is to go to him and talk face to face with 
him, telling him his fault, and if he hears you, then 
you have gained your brother. (And also prevented 
the matter from spreading any further). Oftentimes 
there is perhaps no intention of hurting you, and the 
trouble is quickly adjusted. Many a wound would be 
cured before it began to fester, if this were done. 
But, if he will not hear you, then take two or three 
others with you and try once more. Perhaps your 
friends can help. If this fails, then “tell it to the 
church”, and try to have it settled by the brethren 
of the congregation. If all three methods fail, then 
all you can do is to “let him alone.” 


This suggested to Peter the question, How often 
shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? 
till seven times? In many cases some careless or 
troublesome “brother” will repeat the performance, 
and offend again and again. Jesus’ reply, put in these 
words, I say not unto you, until seven times, but 
seventy times seven, would indicate wnlimited for- 
giveness. In Luke 17:4 Jesus said, “And if he tres- 
pass against thee seven times in a day, and seven 
times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; 
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thou shalt forgive him. Does not this greatly en- 
courage us in our repeatedly asking God to forgive 
us? Will not our Heavenly Father be more forgiving 
than He asks us to be? I, for one, find lots to com- 
fort me in these words. 


Jesus follows this by one of His most striking 
Parables, that of the Unmerciful Servant. I do not 
have space to deal very largely with this parable. It 
is easy to read and easy to understand; the practicing 
of the principles taught is the hard part, and yet it 
ought not to be hard, for no man in the world has 
sinned against us, or Owes us, as we have sinned 
against God, and owe Him. The proportion in the 
parable seems to be about ten million dollars to 
twenty dollars, if we are right about the value of a 
“talent” and a “denarius.”’ Let us study the parable, 
and heed the warning! 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 25 
WorsHIip PROGRAM: 


Hymn: “Lead On, O King Eternal” 
Prayer 

Hymn: “The Morning Light Is Breaking” 
Offering 

Scripture: Psalm 96 

Prayer 

Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Our program tonight takes us to far off Africa 
where we will be introduced to the missionary work 
on the “Dark Continent.” Of course all that we see 
will be new to us, so let us imagine that we are a 
missionary arriving for the first time on the field 
where we will labor for the Lord. Naturally, we 
are all eyes and ears, as we learn from others and 
as we see for ourselves something of the work that 
must be done. Let’s begin with the departure from 
the States, and get the feel of leaving home for our 
new work. 


First SPEAKER: 

(Seated at desk. Pen in hand. Then quietly begins 
to read the letter just finished for the folks at 
home.) Dear Mother and Dad, We are nearing 
the coast of Africa, and at last the dream of my 
life to serve the Lord in this strange land is begin- 
ning to seem a reality. How I thank God for count- 
ing me among those privileged to serve Him, and 
perhaps to preach the gospel where Christ has never 
been known! I felt a little lonely, and perhaps just 
a bit afraid when the ship left the dock, and I 
watched your faces seemingly slipping farther and 
farther away, finally to disappear entirely as we 
headed for open sea. But then I remembered that 
you would follow me with your prayers, and that 
daily we would meet before the throne of grace. I 
know now that for those who abide in His presence 
there is never any separation that really matters, 
for we are one in Him. The ship seemed awfully 
slow, but the trip was a blessing, for I found much 
time to pray and to prepare my heart for what lies 
ahead through many hours of study in my Bible. 
Sometimes I hold my Bible in my hand, realizing 
that it is the Word of God; that it will bring light 
to even darkest Africa, as through it God shines into 
men’s hearts, bringing “the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
Pray that I may use it faithfully and well. (Places 
letter on desk. Picks up pen. Begins to write.) 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Let’s interrupt for just a moment and let our 
missionary finish his letter home. Perhaps the family 
will let us hear a bit of what he has to say as he 
writes from time to time. Surely Africa, with its 
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Arrival 


darkness, superstition, ignorance, and disease, should 
challenge our hearts and make us want to join the 
faithful band who through the years have labored 
there. Now let us listen again, as we hear another 
voice, 


SECOND SPEAKER: 
(A lady. Holding letter in hand. Approaches 
gentleman seated, reading. ) 


Look, another letter from John! Let me read it 
to you. “Dawn was just breaking; the African 
Christians had gathered in one of the Luebo 
churches for their regular morning service. In a 
few moments they sang: ‘Mulunda, Mulunda, 
Muimpe, Yesu udi Mulunda;’ which means ‘What 
a friend we have in Jesus.’ The wonderful meaning 
of these words thrilled our heart. These people, 
whose recent ancestors were cannibal savages, had 
found the Great Secret. They knew Jesus, their 
Friend. Somehow it seemed as if you were very 
near just then, for you sent me to these needy peo- 
ple of Africa with the message of salvation.” Oh, 
but this next paragraph nearly breaks my heart. 
Listen: “We were visiting with saintly Pastor 
Kalombo one afternoon, and he told us this tragic 
story. ‘An African chief was getting on in years 
and knew that he had not long to live. Having a 
great desire in his heart to find the source of life, 
eternal life, he began to travel. He stopped at many 
villages, always asking if anyone could tell him 
where to find this life. He came one day in his trav- 
els to a “house on the water” (a river boat), where 
there were people with white skin. These people, the 
chief thought, will surely be able to tell me the 
secret. But they did not know the way. Giving up 
in despair, the aged chief died, never having heard 
the story of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.’ 
This sad story made me all the more eager to learn 
the language, that I might tell them of His precious, 
cleansing blood, and of His gift of life eternal.” 
(Lays letter aside. Bows head in hands as if to 
pray). 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Hearts should be heavy as we realize that there 
are millions around the world who have never 
found the way, who have never heard the story of 
God’s redeeming grace. God is holding us respon- 
sible. Our job is to get the gospel out to the ends 
of the earth. We spend so much on ourselves and 
the work at home, and so little on missions, that 
our faces should be hidden in shame. We speak of 
the week of prayer and self denial for foreign mis- 
sions, but | wonder how much we really pray and 
how much there is of self denial. But let us get 
back to Africa to see what our new arrival is doing. 
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THirp SPEAKER: 

(Seated on floor, as in a tent. Writing with pad 
on knee. Dim light as a lantern.) Dear Mother and 
Dad: My heart is heavy tonight. I visited a native 
hut today. It was very still and quiet. The father 
and mother, sorrow-stricken, sat by the body of a 
little baby. The two other children, both small, 
were shyly looking on, not understanding the grim 
mystery of death. Another missionary spoke of hope 
beyond the grave, through Him who conquered 
death and brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel. A hymn was softly sung, and 
little brother, in a tiny hand-made coffin, was put 
to rest in a grave just outside the hut. As I left that 
solemn scene I realized anew the need of the mes- 
sage of life in this land where death prevails, where 
there is so much of misery and fear. The devil is 
bidding hard for Africa. The surge of evil is appal- 
ling, but he is fighting for a lost cause, for the Lord 
Jesus Christ will claim His own. I am deeply im- 
pressed by God’s promises of the Spirit’s fulness, 
if the conditions of surrender and obedience are met. 
Pray for me, that I might be close to Him who 
never knows defeat, and through whose power we 
must overcome. This is a time in which to plead 
the promises of God, for He has said: ‘““When the 
enemy shall come in as a flood, the Spirit of the 
Lord shall raise up a banner against him.” O that 
we might truly trust, being “fully persuaded that 
what he has promised he is able to perform.” I’m 
happy in Him tonight, even though my heart is 
burdened for these poor, benighted souls. I’m begin- 
ning to understand a little of what Paul meant 
when he spoke of being “sorrowful, yet always re- 
joicing.”’ | must call it “quits” for tonight. | want 
the runner to carry this back to the station tomor- 
row, so I'll close and give it to him. He will leave 
before daybreak. Pray for me, and I'll not fail to 
remember you daily before His throne. God bless 
you. Write, please. It means so much to hear. All 
my love, John. (Lights out for just a moment.) 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

These letters you have heard are almost altogether 
excerpts from letters actually written from the 
Belgian Congo by our own missionaries. We have 
just pieced them together in order to provide some- 
thing of an introduction to the life and labors of 
those who have answered God’s call to go and 
preach the gospel to every creature. May God give 
us the grace to daily pray for them, and for all who 
labor in every land as missionary volunteers, “‘pray- 
ing always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance 
and supplication for all saints.” Let us pray the 
Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers. Perhaps 
He will answer our prayer by sending us to follow 
in the steps of those who have already answered 
the call and obeyed the command. (Season of prayer. 
Closed by Program Chairman.) 





Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Women’s Work 


I Have A Stewardship 
Of My Influence 





I awakened on my eighteenth birthday in college— 
my first away from home—feeling that I had now 
passed that mysterious dividing line between youth 
and adulthood, and that it was time to put away 
childish things. Noticing that a note had been slipped 
under the door I got up to get my first Gift of the 
Day. It proved to be the Gift of a Lifetime, for long 
after the anniversary cake was eaten and the festive 
candles had burned, and the other remembrances were 
forgotten this one remained. My friend had written, 
“Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give 
I thee.” This is my verse for you today: ‘The King’s 
daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of 
wrought gold.” 


In those days Hoflin Middy Suits were almost a 
uniform. Mine had already served one college girl 
for her generation and was beginning another round 
of hard usage. But I knew that it was not the clothes 
without that made a Princess. It was the wrought 
gold of Christ's righteousness gleaming from within. 
On that significant anniversary my Freshman year, 
I determined that I would enter into my royal inheri- 
tance, for my Father was the King of Kings and the 
blue blood of Heaven was in my veins. What I would 
let Him make of me within would determine my 
relationships without. Hence, the “all glorious with- 
in” could make my surroundings, too, all glorious. 


A noted artist was wont to say, “It’s the light in 
the sky that gives the earth its meaning, not an in- 
ventory list of objects.” How truly he spoke, for it’s 
the light in the heart that gives to the world the true 
meaning of Christianity, not an inventory of the 
things we do! 


Hear the legend of the old saint upon whom the 
Lord wanted to bestow His best earthly gifts, but the 
son always responded to His Heavenly Father, “All I 
want is you.” Then the angels decided they would 
give him a gift anyway, a gift he would never know 
about, so they made his shadow a blessing upon 
whomsoever it fell. And ever after, the old man 
walked the rugged road of life unaware that those 
who were blind crept close to him and were thus able 
to see the invisible. Many who were deaf came near 
that they might hear the still, small voice, and many 
who were crippled became, because of his influence, 
leapers for joy. 


A great British preacher was once asked what led 
him into the Christian ministry. 


"A Woman's Face” he unhesitatingly answered. 


And then he explained. “One day I was walking 
down the street greatly discouraged, for I had made 
a miserable failure of my life, and I passed a woman 
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by the way. She was not elegantly gowned nor was 
she beautiful but she was radiant, and the light from 
heaven that shone upon her face lighted up the 
heinous sins in my own heart. For the first time I 
realized that I was a sinner in need of a Saviour and 
| went to my room and prayed, “Lord, if you can 
make her like that, make me like her.” I never saw 
her again, but the Christ in her is now living in me. 


The woman whom this King’s son met was a 
King’s daughter, “all glorious within.” May our walk 
along The King’s Highway be regal, too, and may our 
very presence there lead others who are on the low 
road into the Paths of Righteousness and Peace. 


“I saw a human life ablaze with God. 

I felt a power Divine as through an empty vessel 
Of frail clay I saw God's glory shine! 

Then woke I from a dream and cried aloud 
“My father give to me the blessing of a life 
Consumed by God, that I may live for Thee.” 


—Sent from India. 
—(Mrs. E. R.) Julia Lake Kellersberger 





Magic Medicine 


In the land of medicine men and witch doctors, 
the hypodermic needle is still looked upon by many 
Africans as the “magic needle” which cures anything 
and everything. No matter what the illness, many 
patients beg for the needle and are upset if they are 
given medicine in a different form. 


When the sulfone drugs became available to the 
thousands of leprosy patients in our 83 African 
leprosy colonies, the hypodermic needle became truly 
a “magic needle,” and as a result of its magic (as well 
as that of the pills taken by mouth) almost a thous- 
and patients a year are being discharged from the 
colonies. Much of the phenomenal growth of the 
African colonies during the last five years, from 
10,000 to more than 25,000 patients, can be attributed 
to news of the “magic medicine,” spreading like wild- 
fire among African villagers and tribespeople. 


Because of a limited budget this year, however, 
facilities for treatment cannot keep pace with the in- 
creasing demands from thousands still suffering from 
leprosy in Africa and elsewhere. They, too, have a 
right to the “magic medicine,” and you can help 
them. Among the special needs listed in the world 
leprosy program for 1952-53 is Soonchun, Korea, our 
Presbyterian U. S. mission area and leprosarium: 
“New buildings and repair of damaged ones are badly 
needed as a result of the war. Repairing the orphan- 
age, rebuilding a bathhouse, the construction of a 
garage for the colony trucks, and enough galvanized 
tin to reroof 20 buildings will cost $3,000.” The 
needs of lepers can be met only with your help, and 
the help of all who are interested in ridding the world 
of leprosy. 

—From Leprosy Missions DIGEST. 
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A 
IN YOUR WILL—Y our will is the last mes- 
sage you will give to the world. By includ- 
ing a bequest to Foreign Missions, this 


message can be made one of love for all 
mankind. 


FOR A MEMORIAL FUND — You could 
create no finer memorial, in your name or 
in memory of a loved one, than to estab- 
lish a fund on our books, the interest from 
which will contribute each year to the 
spreading of the Gospel. 


Is there any better way of signifying our 
love for Him than by devoting as much of 
our property as may be practicable to the 
advancement of Christ's Kingdom? 


For full information on how to make such 
Christian legacies or memorials, write the 
undersigned today. The Board will wel- 
come the opportunity of discussing plans 
with you, and will be happy to assist you 
in any possible way. 


CURRY B. HEARN 
Treasurer 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. 
P. O. BOX 330 NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
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Church News 


A Pentecost Comes 


To Troy, N. C. 


An old fashioned outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Troy in recent weeks. Our new pas- 
tor there is Rev. R. G. Balnicky, who has witnessed 
miraculous things. The congregation had planned for 
a meeting and in order that it be not an ordinary 
meeting but a revival meeting—they prayed. During 
the whole month of September there were two week- 
ly cottage prayer meetings in addition to the orthodox 
Wednesday evening one. In those meetings all 


prayed. 








The prayer meetings were continued in the church 
daily October 1-11th. For a week there were daily 
radio broadcasts. October 8-10th were days of visi- 
tation evangelism with six teams going out. 


The preaching began in the church on October 
12th and continued through the 19th. At noon 
evangelistic services were held in the Montgomery 
County jail, the mills, laundry and schools. There was 
a Bible study each morning at ten o'clock. Rev. Ned 
Iverson, of Augusta, Georgia was the evangelist. 
After all this prayer preparation the heavenly fire fell 
and hard hearts were melted. There were 338 first 
decisions for Christ (not re-dedications) and among 
them were the two town drunks. On the last night 
of the meeting, with about two hundred present, 
there was about 100% committment to conduct fam- 
ily worship. 


The churches of the area have been strengthened 
and revitalized. Our Troy Church has received sev- 
enteen new members. At a youth rally, there were 
twenty-four young people who signified their inten- 
tion to give the Lord their full time service. 
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Splendid by-products of the Troy Pentecost are the 
organization of twenty-five men into the Fisherman's 
Club and the women are being organized into a soul- 
seeking group. The preachers disclaim any credit and 
give God all the glory, to Whom it belongs. 





Pensacola, Fla. 


The Rev. Robert Strong, S.T.D., minister of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Augusta, Georgia, was 
featured in a unique program, “Radio's Religious 
Question Week’, early in December at Pensacola, 
Florida. Sponsored by MclIlwain Memorial Presby- 
terian Church, of which the Rev. Donald C. Graham 
is Minister, instead of its usual series of Fall services 
in the church, the program included sixteen special 
broadcasts between Monday and Saturday over the 
three local stations. The entire endeavor proved to 
te tremendously popular and brought wide and ap- 
preciative comment throughout the city area. Dr. 
Strong proved to be unusually adept at handling the 
most difficult questions which fairly deluged him at 
the studio telephones and which he answered in im- 
mediate broadcast. 





Take Your Choice ... For Only $5.00 
The Reformed Doctrine Of Predestination 
By Loraine Boettner 
(Regular Price $4.50) 

And Any TWO Of The Following Books 
By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


Christ - The Bread Of Life ($2.50) 
Christ - The Hope Of Glory ............ ($3.00) 
RN Aare rae ($3.00) 
Who Say Ye That I Am? ................ ($2.50) 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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Graduate Scholarships 
Awarded 


President David L. Stitt and Austin Seminary 
faculty recently announced the winners of three 
annual graduate study scholarships. These awards 
are made to qualifying seniors on the basis of scholar- 
ship, Christian character, personality, and ability. 


Joseph A. Slicker, Cisco, Texas, was awarded 
the Alumni Graduate Study Fellowship. Slicker is 
a graduate of Texas A. and M. College with de- 
grees in Mechanical and Petroleum Engineering. 
He spent three and one-half years in the Army and 
was a petroleum engineer for four years before en- 
tering seminary. Slicker has taken a leading part 
in all student activities, and served last year as 
president of the student body. He has made no 
definite plans for graduate study. Slicker completes 
his work for the B.D. degree in February. 


Thomas Henry Stafford, Dallas, was awarded the 
Board Fellowship, given each year by the Board 
of Trustees of Austin Seminary. Stafford is a grad- 
uate of Southern Methodist University, where he 
majored in English. He has been active in Presby- 
terian youth and student work, serving on Assem- 
bly’s Youth Council in 1948 as representative to 
Westminster Fellowship section from the Synod of 
Texas. Upon completion of his seminary work in 
February, Stafford will become Assistant Minister 
in First Presbyterian Church, Mirland. He has not 
made plans for further study. 


William McIntyre Gould, Jr., student body 
president, received the W. P. Newell Memorial 
Fellowship. Gould is a graduate of Austin College 
where he was active in many campus activities. He 
received a B.A. degree, with a major in philosophy. 
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THOMAS HENRY STAFFORD 


During this past summer Gould attended a seminar 
in pastoral psychology at Andover-Newton Theo- 
logical Seminary, Boston. He expects to enter some 
phase of the educational ministry upon graduation 
in May, but has not made definite plans for use of 
his scholarship. 





Harvey H. Walters 
Resigns 


Harvey H. Walters has resigned as director of 
publicity for the General Council, Decatur, Ga., to 
establish his own public relations firm. His resigna- 
tion will take effect March 1. 


Walters said he is resigning because he feels 
ground work has been completed for an expanding 
program of publicity. “From now on,” he said, “the 
program will be enlarged and improved as the 
Council’s budget is increased.” 


His resignation marks the completion of five 
years service with Assembly agencies. At the Board 
of Christian Education he was first personnel direc- 
tor, second director of young adult work and first 
director of Christian family life education. He was 
the Council’s first director of publicity. 


Walters said he believes the Church stands on 
the threshold of undreamed-of popularity and pub- 
lic acceptance. He said this is true because of a tense 
world situation (giving all men a sense of inade- 
quacy), better programs of stewardship and evan- 
gelism, and God’s own hand in shaping the destiny 
of men and institutions. 


“IT wish all lay folk might have a similar oppor- 
tunity for full-time service,’ Walters said. “It is 
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a tremendously rewarding experience, and one can 
not help feeling he has shared in the most important 
of all undertakings.” 


He is president of the Atlanta chapter of the 
National Religious Publicity Council and vice presi- 
dent of the national organization. He is on the 
publicity committee of the National Council of 


Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 








Dr. Julian Price Love, Professor of Biblical 
Theology, Louisville Seminary, Louisville, Ky. He 
was one of the speakers at the Minister’s Convoca- 
tion of the Synod of S. C., January 12th and 13th, 
at the First Presbyterian Church of Columbia. 


Other speakers were the Rev. Hubert Vance 
Taylor, of Atlanta, Ga. and Dr. A. Kemp Fiddler, 
of Beaufort, S. C. 





Grace Covenant Presbyterian 


Church, Birmingham, Ala. 


The Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church in Bir- 
mingham celebrated the birth of our Saviour in many 
interesting and helpful ways: 


On December 8th, the Women of the Church had 
a Christmas party and devotional service at the manse. 
Each woman brought a gift for the church’s nursery. 
Then on December 17th, everyone gathered for a 
family night supper and party. The Joy Gift play, 
“A Modern Carol,” was presented and the offering 
taken, and then there were gifts for all—young and 
old—on the big Christmas tree. On the evening of 
Sunday, December 21st, the choir—a new choir in 
this new church—presented its first full evening of 
music under the direction of Mrs. Frank Morse with 
Mrs. E. Stuart Green at the organ. The organ, too, 
a two-manual Connsonnatta, is the latest material ad- 
dition to the church’s equipment. It is another ex- 
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ample of the faith of the membce. 3 of this church and 
their belief that “with God all things are possible.” 
Then on Christmas Eve at 7:00 P. M., the play 
“Something Special” was presented, with the follow- 
ing people taking part: Miss Elizabeth Morse, Miss 
Janice Mount, Miss Mary Hutchins, Mr. Jack Black, 
Mrs. Frank Morse, Mr. James Rodriguez, Mr. Earl 
Bonds, Jr., Mr. E. S. Green, and Mr. Joseph P. Fraser, 
Jr., Stage Manager. 


People passing by the Grace Covenant Church dur- 
ing the Christmas season saw a beautiful, life-size 
Nativity scene which was designed and made by one 
of the members, Mrs. Robert Boone. As a back- 
ground for this, the Christmas carols rang out from 
the audio-system in the steeple. Rev. Frank R. Morse 
is pastor of the church. 





Mid-Texas Presbytery 
To Meet 


Haskell-Mid-Texas Presbytery meets in the First 
Church, Cisco, Tuesday, January 20, 9:30 A. M. This 
is a self-entertaining meeting. 


—R. K. McCall, S.C. 





BOOKS 


“Apostle To Islam—A Biography of Samuel M. 
Zwemer.” By J. Christy Wilson. Baker Book House. 
Price $4.00. 





Dr. Zwemer was one of the most brilliant and 
colorful of missionaries of our time. In him were 
elements of real greatness. This reviewer shall never 
forget the first time he met and heard Dr. Zwemer 
speak. He spoke with titanic power. He was a tre- 
mendous personlity. 


As Dr. Kenneth Scott Latourette states in the in- 
troduction to this biography, it is highly appropriate 
that Dr. Wilson who succeeded Dr. Zwemer in teach- 
ing missions at Princeton Theological Seminary 
should be the biographer. Dr. Wilson has done an 
excellent job giving us the life story of this celebrated 
missionary to the Moslems. 


Dr. Zwemer came from Dutch pioneer stock. He 
recognized the sterling qualities of his forebears and 
paid them tribute in his address which he gave at an 
anniversary at Hope College. He said, “They never 
steered by the weathervane of public opinion but by 
the compass of conviction. The whole policy in the 
new colony was based on thrift and industry, on ed- 
ucation and self-reliance, on a home and a church 
and a state where true liberty was enthroned.” 


Early in life Dr. Zwemer became a Bible-believing 
Christian. To him the Bible was the veritable utter- 
ance of God. He not only believed in it in some 
vague manner but he believed in “the verbal inspira- 
tion” of the Bible. He found this doctrine verified 
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in many of his experiences as a missionary. 


Dr. Zwemer learned to have an implicit trust in 
God's specific providence. He said that all of his 
life God dealt with him as He did with the people 
of Israel in the wilderness. He gave to him manna 
sufficient for his needs but there was nothing left 
over. On various occasions he made the remark, “I 
have always lived from hand to mouth bur it has 
been the Lord's hand and my mouth.” It is interest- 
ing to note that though Dr. Zwemer belonged to the 
Reformed Church of America, his sponsor was a 
Southern Presbyterian who under-wrote his salary in 
Arabia and also in Egypt. 


As a Christian missionary, Dr. Zwemer learned 
that the basic Christian truths are offensive to the 
unregenerate mind. He defined these basic truths as 
the inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, the 
virgin birth, the death and resurrection of our Lord. 
He said that these fundamentals should be presented 
in a spirit of love to unbelievers but “should never 
be toned down to avoid giving offense to them.” He 
felt that to tone down any of these articles of the 
Faith would be tantamount to presenting an emascu- 
lated Christianity. 


Dr. Zwemer’s theology was conservative Calvinism 
and he believed with all his heart in the whole of the 
Bible as the Word of God and in the Reformed Faith. 
Dr. Wilson writes, “He had little patience with the 
higher critics of Scripture. He said they were like 
the ants in Africa who would bite the life-germ out 
of the seed before they took it underground in their 

hill so it could not sprout.” He was a staunch 
Protestant and espoused the great doctrines of the 
Reformation. He remarked that if all the popes had 
wives like Peter, whom they claimed was the first 
pope, they would never had dared to say they were 


infallible. 


Realizing that the night comes when no man can 
work, Dr. Zwemer was always in haste to accomplish 
uil that he could for the cause of Christ. He could 
never sit quietly and do nothing as was the habit of 
many in the East. He was always ready for every 
occasion and opportunity. As a matter of fact, he 
was known to be ready a little ahead of time to meet 
uis engagements. His wife asserted that on the Res- 
urrection Day, Sam would have on his robe and 
crown and would be standing and waiting for Gabriel 
to blow his horn. 


The biographer has pointed out that though Dr. 
Zwemer had his share of enemies, he also possessed a 
remarkable capacity for friendship and numbered in 
the circle of his friends many of the greatest Chris- 
tians of his day including such British leaders as Lord 
Kitchener, Lord Curzon, General Allenby and Colonel 
Lawrence. 


Dr. Wilson closes this most interesting volume 
with these words, “And so another life of major pro- 
portions has been written into the annals of the mis- 
sionary enterprise, The Twentieth Century Acts of 
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the Apostles. It was a life ever vibrant, filled with 
the Spirit, that of a joyful warrior in a great cause— 
the greatest cause, down to the last day—on the verge 
of his eighty-fifth birthday; when he went home— 
when he was translated to a higher and nobler serv- 
ice.” 

Lovers of biography, especially Christian biography, 
will be delighted with this recent volume. 

—John R. Richardson. 





“The Gospel Of God.” By Anders Nygren. West- 
minster Press. Price $2.00. 


The author of this slender volume is now well 
known in America. His “Commentary on Romans” 
and “Agape and Eros” have been well received in our 
country. 


It is the custom of the church of Sweden that when 
a minister assumes the office of bishop, he should 
send out to his diocese a pastoral letter. This present 
volume is a translation of Bishop Nygren’s pastoral 
letters to the Diocese of Lund. This book, therefore, 
is intended primarily for ministers. It contains eight 
chapters and all deal with some aspect of the Gospel. 


There are many fresh statements in this volume 
that will delight the heart of any Christian. It should 
be pointed out, however, that there are some notions 
of Bishop Nygren’s which are unacceptable to the 
evangelical Christian. For example, the historicity 
of the fall of Adam is thought of rather as a racial 
fall and the story of Christ, the second Adam, is made 
of that redeemed humanity. It does not seem quite 
logical that we can be guilty in Adam without a his- 
torical Adam. Bishop Nygren has failed to make this 
point clear. 


We like the Bishop’s insistence that Christian 
ministers are to be heralds and ambassadors of Christ. 
Such a conception puts us in our proper place. Apart 
from his message, the herald is nothing particular. 
It is not upon him and his person that the import- 
ance lies, but upon the message which he has to pro- 
claim. Every servant of Christ should remember this 
thought. 


Again we are indebted to Nygren for saying “This 
is the gospel we are to give out. The power does not 
come from us. Rather, it lies within the Gospel it- 
self. We are but those who deliver it. We are her- 
alds. That is the sacredness of our call.” 


With truth, this Swedish author points out that 
“the problem of ‘the last things’ has in recent times 
often been handled with an unusual lack of sympa- 
thy.” He believes that the Christian hope is an in- 
tegral part of the Christian Gospel, and moreover, a 
Christianity which no longer has its perspective open 
toward eternal life is no longer a real Christianity. 

“The Gospel of God” is a provocative book. It has 
a message to enrich the lives of Christian ministers 
but should be read while wide awake. 


—John R. Richardson. 
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SHALL WE CURTAIL OUR WORK? 


Dear Sirs: 


I do not wish to argue with you on the pros and cons of the proposed 
union of our Church with the Northern Presbyterians, but, I have before 
me a bulletin from the National Council of Churches showing the relative 
giving of Protestant denominations in the United States, statistics com- 
pleted on November 15, 1952. 


According to this bulletin the per capita giving for benevolences in our 


Southern Church is $16.22. In the Northern Church it is $7.43. 


To me this poses a serious problem. Suppose that the two Churches are 
merged: there will of course be one Central Treasurer into which the con- 
tributions from the two present Churches will go. Will that Treasurer fol- 
low the basis of giving and allocate to our present work approximately 55 


percent more of the funds? Of course not. They will be pooled, the only 
feasible method. 


Do you see what this will mean? It will mean that a large percentage of 
the funds we now give for benevolences will be taken from their present al- 
location and be used to support work now undertaken by the Northern 
Church while our present work will suffer just that much. 


I can sense the Heartaches and the great dismay of our people when they 
find out that union has brought about a curtailing of our present work. 


Oh, I know that it will be said that our work will be protected but I have 
been in business long enough to know that in the long haul those who own 
four-fifths of the stock determine how the business is to be run and we 
might as well face this before we wake up some morning and find it is too 
late. 

Can you answer this! 


Sincerely yours, 


NAME WITHHELD 


* * * * * * * * * * 


Comment: The writer of the above letter has put his finger on a situa- 
tion which might as well be generally known. Its effect on our work is ob- 
vious and no further comment seems needed. 


Note: Have you secured a copy of “The Reason Why,” a pamphlet pre- 
pared to show why we must PRESERVE the Southern Presbyterian Church? 
WRITE 
THE ASSOCIATION For THE PRESERVATION AND CONTINUATION 


Or THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
H. B. Dendy, Secy. — Weaverville, N. C. 
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